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FWCC Oral Statement to be delivered at the 60th session of the Human Rights Council

Item 3: Human Rights Monitoring in the Context of Migration 

Ten years ago, in September 2015, the world paused as the lifeless body of Alan Kurdi, a young Syrian boy, washed ashore.[footnoteRef:1] He became a devastating symbol of all the people lost seeking safety and dignity at borders around the world. Since then, more than 71,000 are recorded to have died or gone missing in migration.[footnoteRef:2]  We know that these are not the full figures. And we know that these are not statistics; they are lives, each one a heartbreak. [1: The Death of a Small Syrian Boy, Human Rights Watch (2 September 2016) https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/09/02/death-small-syrian-boy accessed 5 September 2025.]  [2:  Missing Migrants Project Data, International Organization for Migration https://missingmigrants.iom.int/data accessed 5 September 2025. ] 


The High Commissioner referred last week to the normalization of policies and practices that violate the rights of migrants and refugees, contributing to this avoidable loss of life.[footnoteRef:3] We welcome the OHCHR report on human rights monitoring in the context of migration.[footnoteRef:4]  The report highlights that robust, independent monitoring is essential, not only to document violations, but to prevent them, to uphold dignity, and to save lives – it can disrupt this normalisation and dehumanisation. [3: Volker Türk, ‘Global Update Speech to the 60th Session of the Human Rights Council, Geneva’, UN Geneva Multimedia Newsroom (8 September 2025) https://www.unognewsroom.org/story/en/2802/hrc-60-hc-volker-tuerk-global-update-speech accessed 8 September 2025. ]  [4: Study on human rights monitoring in the context of migration: Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, A/HRC/60/57 (15 July 2025).] 


Its final recommendation is clear: this Council has a role to play in supporting the strengthening of independent human rights monitoring at international borders, including responding to the call from civil society to establish an international independent monitoring mechanism.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ibid, para. 65(d).] 


We urge this Council to act decisively on this recommendation. Ten years from now, let us not look back on another decade of preventable deaths. Let us instead look back knowing that this Council chose visibility, accountability, and dignity; and took action to save lives.

*** ENDS ***
Delivered by Naya Alsheikh Hassan, 
Human Rights and Refugees Programme Assistant
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