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Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking 

water and sanitation 

 

Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers) welcomes the report of the Special 

Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation. In particular, we are 

pleased to see the attention given in paragraph 75 to water and sanitation interventions as an 

entry point for wider social change. 

 

This corresponds with recent research that the Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO) has 

undertaken on transboundary water-sharing agreements and their possibility for fostering 

cooperation between States in situations of natural resource scarcity. States tend not to go to 

war over water – of 1,831 events catalogued by water researchers, only 28% involved conflict 

in any way, most of which was verbal rather than violent. Moreover, where water-sharing 

agreements exist, there is, on average, significantly more cooperation than in similar 

situations without such agreements. These cases of cooperation also show the fallacy of 

assuming that scarcity automatically leads to violent conflict and that climate change will 

necessarily result in so-called ‘water wars’ in the future.  

 

The Quaker United Nations Office will discuss this issue in more detail at a side event this 

Friday, co-sponsored by the Permanent Mission of Ethiopia and with the involvement of the 

UN Environment Programme, which will take place in room XXIV from 14.00-16.00. All are 

welcome.  

 

In connection with this, we have the following question for the Special Rapporteur:  

 

Have you considered devoting a future report to the role that access to water and sanitation 

can play in promoting peace and avoiding violent conflict? What information would you find 

useful in preparing such a report?  
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