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man executed amid questions over murder conviction’, March 2010; Amnesty Internation-
al, Japan: ‘Hanging by a thread: Mental Health and the death penalty in Japan’, ASA
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CN.4/2006/53/Add.3, 24 March 2006, para.32.
2011 (dJgul saxll dalais ((ab;'.:éj Ulgwigrg cslaudl Lwgy 72
sl Jalall gk dizd 2011 dolsdl A28l ooy dalig 5y Olhas 2010 Aol sasdl dalaie 73
sl )l e 8,851 Susll @ad)
http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/discussion2011_submissions.htm
04/01/2012 5,15 ,5T]
74 Harrison, K. and Tamony, A. ‘Death Row Phenomenon, Death Syndrome and their
effect on capital cases in the US’, Internet Journal of Criminology, 2010.
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man Rights), in Canada: Minister of Justice v. Burns and Rafay, 2001 SCC 7 (S.C. Canada,
22 March 2001), in Uganda: Kigula and Others v. Attorney General, 2006 S. Ct. Const. App.
No.03; in Zimbabwe: Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe v. Attorney
General, No. S.C. 73/93 (Zimb. June 24, 1993). In 2010, the ECHR expanded its judgement
in Soering v. UK, in the case of Al Saadoon and Mufdi v. UK.
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77 In the US, most notably, the modern death penalty is characterised by a long delay
between sentencing and execution. Death row inmates typically spend 14 years awaiting
execution. This average wait has been steadily increasing, from 50 months in 1977 to 169
months in 2009. Many prisoners have been on death row for over a quarter of a century
(Death Penalty Information Centre, 2008; US Bureau of Justice Statistics: 2010). This
protracted anxiety and solitude can be seen as another punishment altogether, distinct
from the death penalty itself. In other countries or regions (such as the Caribbean), it has
been acknowledged that any longer than 5 years on death row constitutes ‘cruel, inhuman
and degrading treatment’ and must therefore be commuted to life imprisonment (1993,
Privy Council Ruling).
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