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Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers), an international non-governmental organisation in General Consultative Status with ECOSOC, welcomes the opportunity to submit the following information in response to the OHCHR request for information for the annual supplement to the quinquennial report of the Secretary-General on capital punishment and the implementation of the safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty, requested by UN Human Rights Council resolution 18/117 on the question of the death penalty.

Children of parents sentenced to death or executed
Developments at the Human Rights Council

Resolution 30/5 on the question of the death penalty adopted at the 30th session of the Human Rights Council in September 2015 included acknowledgement of the rights of children of parents sentenced to death or executed.

The resolution built on past consensus language from resolution 19/37 on the rights of the child, calling upon states to ensuring children whose parents or parental caregivers are on death row receive adequate information about a pending execution, are allowed a last visit or communication, and have the body returned to the family for burial, where in the interests of the child.

The statement delivered by the Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs during the High-Level Segment of the 31st session of the Human Rights Council noted some states’ imposition of the death penalty without regard to minimum international standards, in particular those relating to the rights of children of executed parents.

Committee on the Rights of the Child concluding observations
In its October 2015 review of the United Arab Emirates, the Committee on the Rights of the Child expressed concerns about “the impact on children where the death penalty is imposed on their parents and the lack of attention paid to providing psychological support for such children.”

The Committee recommended that the State “take into consideration the existence of children and their best interests when considering the death penalty and provide psychological and other support necessary to children whose parents have been sentenced to death.”
 

Third party complicity in the death penalty
At the panel discussion on the effects of terrorism at the 29th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2015, Amnesty International and the Quaker United Nations Office delivered a joint oral statement on potential third party complicity in the death penalty.

The statement raised questions over intergovernmental organisations’ role in contexts where the provision of assistance to criminal justice systems for the purposes of responding to actions described as terrorism may result in the imposition of the death penalty.

Mauro Miedico, Chief of Section in the Terrorism Prevention Branch of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), stated in his response to the statement that “in the past it has already occurred that UNODC has suspended co-operation with countries where there has been no specific respect for human rights or the democratic principle.”
 Steven Siqueira, Deputy Director of the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force Office and UN Counter-Terrorism Centre, responded to say that the Secretary General and the Office of the Secretary General continue to condemn the death penalty, they ensure their activities are in with human rights law and international humanitarian law and that they are mindful of the potential ramifications. 

Minorities in criminal justice systems
The report of the Special Rapporteur on minority issues, Rita Izsak, to the seventieth session of the General Assembly, noted that as well as general disparities in sentencing, minorities often face a greater likelihood of imposition of the death penalty.

The recommendations of the eighth session of the Forum on Minority Issues, presented at the 31st session of the Human Rights Council, noted this disparity, and recommended that “this fact should be considered by States as an additional, decisive argument in favour of the abolishment of capital punishment.”
  These Recommendations were “taken note of” in Human Rights Council resolution 31/13 Rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities.
 

Foreign nationals and the death penalty
At a panel discussion in September 2015 marking the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, committee member Prasad Kariyawasam, a member of the Committee on Migrant Workers, stated that the death penalty was the biggest threat that migrant workers faced today.
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